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Luckenbill Woods
A Des Moines County Park

Luckenbill Woods is a #acre mix of
forest, prairie, and wetland tucked away in a
rene setting almost 5 miles northeast of Me
apolis. More than a mile of hiking trails weay
through the parkoés so
bill is managed as a wildlife refuge, with sevel
areas seeded as wildlife food plots. The I3
within the park was originally homesteaded
Benjamin Luckenbill back in 1853. Des Moine
County Conservation acquired the property as a donation from Virginia
rar, an heir to Mr. Luckenbill. The park is an excellent place to observg
ture, mushroom hunt, berry pick, and hike. At its center isaar8 wetland
created bythe 22 Engi neer Battalion of tf
pany A. The work on the wetland began in 1998, with finishing toug
completed near the end of 2002. Fishing enthusiasts are welcome to tr

luck at catching the bass, bluegill, and channel catfish living in the devel|

wetland.

Luckenbill Woods is the site of the recent quail habitat enhancel
project, Operation: Save the QuailWwhich brought national recognition t
Medi apolis teacher Mr s. Juli e Sc
County Conservationb6s Natur al Re
the Disney Planet Challenge. The Disney Planet Challenge is an en
mental projecbased learning competition for fourth through sixth grade
dents, and out of around 2,000 entri@peration: Save the Quaplaced
highest. For everyone involved, winning the Challenge included an
expense paid trip to Disneyland in California where the students were
ored at a recognition ceremony and parade on May 7. The sixth grader
found out they were national grand prize winners during a school assg

on April 6 when Mickey Mouse made a surprise visit and announced th¢
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Summer Calendar of Activities

First & third Friday night of
each month

Witte Observatory is open free to
the public for a viewing provided
by Southeastern lowa Astronomy
Club members.

Wednesday, June 2, 5:30 p.m.

Des Moines County Conservation Bqard

meeting,t ar r 6 s

Saturday, June 5, 9 a.m.
Annual Fishing De@ahn Wildlife
Refuge

Saturday, June 12, 11 a.m.
Parenfot Program St arr 6 s
Nature Center

Monday, July 5
Fourth of July ObseG@uservation
office and Nature Center closed

Wednesday, July 7, 5:30 p.m.

Cave

Des Moines County Conservation Bqard

meeting,t arr 6 s Cave

Wednesday, July 7, 7:30 p.m.
Nature at Night St ar r 6 s
Preserve

Monday, July 12, 7 p.m.
Shooting Range Certification Course
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Saturday, July 31, 11 a.m.

Parenffot Program St arr 6 s
Nature Center

Wednesday, August 4, 5:30 p.m.
Des Moines County Conservation Bqg
meeting St arr 6s Cave

Monday, August 23, 5 p.m.

(2 [:;IlﬂnPereSaf%bﬁqinasrt arrods
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Wednesday, September 1, 5:30 p.ih.

Des Moines County Conservation Bqg

meetingt arr 6 s Cave

M%ngay, September, 6
Ea or Day;onservation office and
Nature Center closed

Friday, September 10, 7:30 p.m.
Julie Loyd concertSt ar r 6 s
Nature Center

Saturday, September 11, 11 a.m.
a2 P%rernﬂéotPo rﬁrr,g esrt arros
tNature Center
Saturlgaa}/, September 18, 2 p.m.
\Y . ll_’? K g‘ e
ooting Range Certification,Course
Starrds Nat

Saturday, September 18, 9 a.m.
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Cave

Starrds Cave Nat

Board Members

Conservation Staff

Des Moines County Our Mission...

Conservation Board

Wi
enhance the quality of the life experience.

S e us e

James E. Steer, Chair

Bradley J. Coates, Vi¢hair

Dennis Imler, Secretary/Treasurer

Jay Johnson

David T. Riley

Kim Perlstein, Executive Director Wild River Rambli

Joel Behne, Office Manager

Paul Kay, Operations Supervisor

Pat Rogge, Park Rang€Fechnician

Danny Henderson, Park Rangeechnician

Amanda Delperdang, Environmental Education
Public Relations Coordinator

Elizabeth Yoder, Interpretive Naturalist

Chris Lee, Natural Resource Manager
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charge by Des Moines County Conservation. Everyone is e
to full and equal enjoyment of the opportunities, privileges,
advantages available in the conservation areas within Des

County. For those who can not read the size of the print in|fthis
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