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 Luckenbill Woods is a 76-acre mix of 

forest, prairie, and wetland tucked away in a se-

rene setting almost 5 miles northeast of Medi-

apolis.  More than a mile of hiking trails weave 

through the parkôs southern boundaries.  Lucken-

bill is managed as a wildlife refuge, with several 

areas seeded as wildlife food plots.  The land 

within the park was originally homesteaded by 

Benjamin Luckenbill back in 1853.  Des Moines 

County Conservation acquired the property as a donation from Virginia Sha-

rar, an heir to Mr. Luckenbill.  The park is an excellent place to observe na-

ture, mushroom hunt, berry pick, and hike.  At its center is a 3-acre wetland 

created by the 224th Engineer Battalion of the Iowa National Guardôs Com-

pany A.  The work on the wetland began in 1998, with  finishing touches 

completed near the end of 2002.  Fishing enthusiasts are welcome to try their 

luck at catching the bass, bluegill, and channel catfish living in the developed 

wetland.     

    Luckenbill Woods is the site of the recent quail habitat enhancement 

project, Operation: Save the Quail, which brought national recognition to 

Mediapolis teacher Mrs. Julie Schnedlerôs sixth grade class and Des Moines 

County Conservationôs Natural Resource Manager Chris Lee, after winning 

the Disney Planet Challenge.  The Disney Planet Challenge is an environ-

mental project-based learning competition for fourth through sixth grade stu-

dents, and out of around 2,000 entries, Operation: Save the Quail placed 

highest.  For everyone involved, winning the Challenge included an all-

expense paid trip to Disneyland in California where the students were hon-

ored at a recognition ceremony and parade on May 7.  The sixth graders first 

found out they were national grand prize winners during a school assembly 

on April 6 when Mickey Mouse made a surprise visit and announced the ex-

citing news.     
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First  &  third Friday night of  
each  month      
Witte Observatory is open free to  
the public for a viewing provided  
by  Southeastern Iowa Astronomy  
Club members. 
 

Wednesday, June 2, 5:30 p.m. 
Des Moines County Conservation Board  
meeting, Starrõs Cave Nature Center 
 

Saturday, June 5, 9 a.m. 
Annual Fishing Derby, Gahn Wildlife  
Refuge 
 

Saturday, June 12, 11 a.m. 
Parent-Tot Program, Starrõs Cave  
Nature Center 
 

Monday, July 5 
Fourth of July Observed, Conservation  
office and Nature Center closed  
 

Wednesday,  July 7, 5:30 p.m. 
Des Moines County Conservation Board  
meeting, Starrõs Cave Nature Center 
 

Wednesday,  July 7, 7:30 p.m. 
Nature at Night, Starrõs Cave Park &  
Preserve 
 

Monday, July  12, 7 p.m. 
Shooting Range Certification Course,  
Starrõs Cave Nature Center  
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Saturday, July 31, 11 a.m. 
Parent-Tot Program, Starrõs Cave  
Nature Center 
 

Wednesday, August 4, 5:30 p.m. 
Des Moines County Conservation Board  
meeting, Starrõs Cave Nature Center 
 

Monday, August 23, 5 p.m. 
Hunter Safety begins, Starrõs Cave  
Nature Center 
 

Wednesday, September 1, 5:30 p.m. 
Des Moines County Conservation Board  
meeting, Starrõs Cave Nature Center 
 

Monday, September, 6 
Labor Day, Conservation office and  
Nature Center closed  
 

Friday, September 10, 7:30 p.m. 
Julie Loyd concert, Starrõs Cave  
Nature Center 
 

Saturday, September 11, 11 a.m. 
Parent-Tot Program, Starrõs Cave  
Nature Center 
 

Saturday, September 18, 2 p.m. 
Shooting Range Certification Course,  
Starrõs Cave Nature Center 
 

Saturday, September 18, 9 a.m. 
Gahn Wildlife Refuge Open House,  
Gahn Wildlife Refuge 

Our Mission...  
...to conserve, preserve, develop, educate, and promote the 
wise use of Des Moines Countyõs natural resources  and to 
enhance the quality of the life experience. 
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