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 A total of 26 warmly dressed kids accompanied by parents, aunts, 

uncles, and grandparents learned the sport of ice fishing at Des Moines 

County Conservationôs first ever Ice Fishing Clinic held at Big Hollow 

Recreation area near Mediapolis Saturday, January 16.   

 The event began at the Big Hollow maintenance shop where partici-

pants eagerly listened to a brief ice fishing ñhow toò by DMCC staff Park 

Ranger Pat Rogge and Operations Supervisor Paul Kay which included top-

ics such as how to be safe on the ice and what equipment the sport requires.  

After the lesson, kids assembled homemade ice fishing poles to fish with 

and to take home afterwards.  The poles were made with simple inexpen-

sive items that can be readily found at local hardware stores. 

Des Moines County Conservation Ice Fishing Clinic a Hit  



 

Spring Calendar of  Activities  

Des Moines County  
Conservation Board  

 

Board Members 
James E. Steer, Chair 
Bradley J. Coates, Vice-Chair 
Dennis Imler, Secretary/Treasurer 
Jay Johnson 
David T. Riley 

Conservation Staff 
Kim Perlstein, Executive Director 
Joel Behne, Office Manager 
Paul Kay, Operations Supervisor 
Pat Rogge, Park Ranger - Technician 
Danny Henderson, Park Ranger-Technician 
Amanda Delperdang, Environmental Education/  
    Public Relations  Coordinator 
Elizabeth Yoder, Interpretive Naturalist 
Chris Lee, Natural Resource Manager 
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First & third Friday night of each 
month     Witte Observatory is open 
free to the public for viewing by  South-
eastern Iowa Astronomy Club mem-
bers. 
 

Wednesday, March 3, 5:30 p.m. 
Des Moines County Conservation Board meet-
ing, Starrõs Cave Nature Center 
 

Thursday, March 4, 7 p.m. 
Shooting Range Certification Course, Starrõs 
Cave Nature Center 
 

Monday, March  8, 5 p.m. 
Hunter Safety begins, Starrõs Cave Nature 
Center 
 

Friday,  March 19, 7:30 p.m. 
�H�W�� �/�·�� �(�V�S�U�L�W�� �&�U�H�R�O�H�� �F�R�Q�F�H�U�W, Starrõs Cave Na-
ture Center 
 

Thursday, April 1 
Cave opens, Starrõs Cave Nature Center 
 

Wednesday, April  7, 5:30 p.m. 
Des Moines County Conservation Board meet-
ing, Starrõs Cave Nature Center 
 

Saturday, April 10, 11 a.m. 
Parent-Tot Program, Starrõs Cave Nature 
Center 
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Friday, April  16, 7:30 p.m. 
The Mayflies concert, Starrõs Cave Nature 
Center 
 

Saturday, April  17, 8 a.m. 
Earth Day Cleanup, Port of Burlington Wel-
come Center 
 

Tuesday, April 27, 5 p.m. 
Summer Camp Sign Up, Starrõs Cave Nature 
Center 
 

Saturday, May 1, 11 a.m. 
Parent-Tot Program, Starrõs Cave Nature 
Center 
 

Wednesday, May 5, 5:30 p.m. 
Des Moines County Conservation Board meeting, 
Starrõs Cave Nature Center 
 

Friday, May 7, 7:30 p.m. 
Gayla Drake Paul concert, Starrõs Cave Na-
ture Center 
 

Saturday, May 8 , 2 p.m. 
Shooting Range Certification Course, Starrõs 
Cave Nature Center 
 

Saturday, May 29, 10 a.m. 
Critter Catch, Starrõs Cave Park & Preserve 
 

Monday, May 31 
Memorial Day, Conservation office and 
Starrõs Cave Nature Center closed 

Our Mission...  
...to conserve, preserve, develop, educate, and promote the 
�Z�L�V�H���X�V�H���R�I���'�H�V���0�R�L�Q�H�V���&�R�X�Q�W�\�·�V���Q�D�W�X�U�D�O���U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H�V�����D�Q�G���W�R��
enhance the quality of the life experience. 


